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This article by Coty Horn was 

published Aug. 18, 2016, in 

“Kentucky Teacher,” a publication 

of the Kentucky Department of 

Education. Coty is a third-grade

teacher at East View Elementary

School. 

Last June, a group of Kentucky

teachers used their expertise to 

develop elementary formative 

assessment lessons for grades K-5.

This project allowed teachers to grow in their 

understanding of mathematics while producing resources

for Kentucky educators to use. This was a week-long

project that included mathematics consultants from KDE

and K-fifth-grade teachers from across Kentucky.
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Kellie Childress, left, a fifth-grade teacher at Burns 

Elementary School, works with James Hay (center) and

Julie Reid, instructional coach at Southern Oaks 

Elementary School as they are engaged in the card sort

of the fourth-grade geometry, two-dimensional shapes,

angles and symmetry formative assessment lesson. The

educators attended program last summer to learn how 

students will work through collaborative activities. Also

representing DCPS at this training was Summer Woolard

of West Louisville Elementary School.
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When I arrived, I had little knowledge of what a formative

assessment lesson (FAL) included and how I could use

them in my classroom. The first day of our training 

focused on the components of a FAL and how students

would work through the collaborative activities.

I learned quickly that a FAL consists of many parts and

gives teachers a chance to facilitate higher order thinking

in their classroom. The first component is for the students

to complete the pre-assessment, the second is the 

whole class introduction to the concept, the third is the

collaborative activities students complete together, the

fourth is the extension activity, if needed, the fifth is the

whole class discussion, and finish with the post 

assessment. Students will have the pre-assessments as

well to reflect on their growth.

When our first day of training was complete, we split into

grade levels to focus on one standard and began work on

an original FAL.

When my team met, we first looked at our standards and

the major work of our grade level. We discussed what we

found to be difficult in our own classrooms and decided

on creating a FAL that focused on multiplication using the

distributive property. Multiplication and division is a

major work of third grade and distributive property is a

concept that we felt needed reinforcement.

After our decision on a standard, we discussed how we

taught this concept in our classroom and what the 

Kentucky Academic Standards focused on with this skill.

From that point, we moved into creating each component

of the FAL. While collaborating with other third-grade

teachers, the math specialists were available to guide us in

implementing the mathematical practices into the FAL.

Their expertise was crucial in addressing the Kentucky

Academic Standards and helping us create a FAL that 

fostered a deep understanding of mathematics in our 

students.

This past school year, my students completed the 

distributive property FAL and loved it. This took some

setting up by me and introducing the process to students,

but after that, the students picked up quickly on the 

collaborative activities. I was the facilitator during this

FAL, and it was amazing to see my students learning so

much through their peer interactions and conversations.

I would highly recommend teachers using the grade level

content FALs that are available on the Kentucky 

Department of Education’s website. Teachers involved

in the work of this task force gained a lot of insight into

math instruction and the Kentucky Academic Standards.

Coty Horn is in her fifth year of teaching and has a dual
certification in elementary education and
special education. She is a third-grade
teacher at East View Elementary School.

This article is part of an ongoing series 

focusing on our district theme of 

“Growing Minds, Growing Hearts.”
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DCPS supports Youth Unity Festival – Aug. 27
The Daviess County Public Schools district is among

community organizations supporting a Youth Unity 

Festival that is scheduled from 5 p.m. to dusk Saturday,

Aug. 27, on the campus of the former Texas Gas 

building at 3800 Frederica St.

The festival is sponsored by the H.L. Neblett 

Community Center Inc. The event was planned by a 

collaborative group of community leaders and 

organizations working together to support positive 

outcomes throughout our community. The vision for the

Youth Unity Festival is to work together to build a

stronger community and create greater success for the

Owensboro/Daviess County area and surrounding 

region. 

The event is open free to the public. Families, youth and

those who work with and support young people are 

encouraged to attend.

The evening will feature music with a live DJ, free food

and soft drinks, bounce house, youth performers, games

and activities.

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Pages/default.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/Math/Pages/ElemFormAssessLessons.aspx


BMS cheer clinic
The Burns Middle School 

cheerleaders will host a cheer

clinic from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 24, in the BMS

gym. Registration begins at 9 a.m.

and parents may attend an awards

program at 1 p.m. 

The clinic is open to children ages

4-12. Cost is $35 per participant

and includes a cheer instruction,

certificate, snack, drink and one adult admission to the

BMS 

seventh-grade football game on Sept. 27. Participants will

perform during halftime of the game, which is the

school’s annual “Pink Out” to support cancer research.

Participants who register by Sept. 15 will receive T-shirts.

Advance registration, payment and shirt size may be 

submitted to any member of the BMS Foxes cheerleading

squad or to the school, attention Robin Ebelhar. For more

information, contact Robin at 270-852-7400 or

robin.ebelhar@daviess.kyschools.us 

Project Fit America

grant goes into action
Whitesville Elementary

School was awarded a

“Project Fit America”

grant, sponsored by 

Baptist Health 

Madisonville. The

award of more than

$16,000 is being used

to provide outdoor 

fitness stations, training

and curriculum.

WES is one of only

four schools earning the

2016 awards, bringing

to 10 the total number

of schools receiving

Project Fit grants from

Baptist Health Madisonville, which developed the 

program to support the hospital’s mission of addressing

cultural health concerns such as obesity and diabetes,

which are among our area’s greatest health risks.

Project Fit America programming includes four major

components: state-of-the-art outdoor fitness equipment

specifically designed to address the deficit areas where

children fail fitness tests; indoor fitness equipment; a 

dynamic curriculum with games, activities and 

challenges; and on-site teacher training and in-class 

instruction on subjects such as nutrition, smoking 

intervention and body awareness.

A trainer from the PFA program was at WES on Aug. 19,

providing hands-on instruction for physical education

teachers and students identified as fitness leaders in the

correct use of the PFA equipment and implementation of

curriculum. The team worked with the outdoor fitness

equipment that was installed by the DCPS Maintenance

Department over the summer (pictured below).

A ribbon-cutting ceremony to official unveil the outdoor

fitness center is scheduled for 9 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 8.

Janet Farrell, WES PE teacher,

is pictured at left with Kristy

Quinn of Baptist Health 

Madisonville.

For more fitness information and inspiration, visit

www.moveitmonday.org These Healthy Lifestyle Tips

are sponsored by the DCPS Food Services Department

each week. We care about you!

Healthy Lifestyle Tip



Exploration Station — Summer Learning
Whitesville Elementary School was one of several DCPS

schools that scheduled visits from the Exploration Station

at their schools or in their neighborhoods throughout the

summer, offering summer learning opportunities for 

children. This article was written by Beverly Stone, a

reading assistant at WES, describing activities aboard the

learning bus in July.

Our Exploration Station bus visit started with a special

presentation from Eric Stone, a member of the Whitesville

volunteer fire department, as he talked to the children

about fire safety. Topics included what to do if their house

was on fire, identifying a safe meeting place outside, the

importance of keeping their bedroom floors clean so 

fireman can find them, a reminder to wait by a window if

the fire is too close to your door, how to scream to alert

other family members and firemen, etc. He also showed

the children some of their gear, let them all sit in the fire

truck and passed out an activity sheet that transformed

into a fire truck on the other side.

The children also made an “exploding baggie” with Mrs.

Elliott and a firehouse dog craft with Mrs. Cox. Some

children took Accelerated Reader tests and received 

basketball or baseball cards and checked out books with

Mrs. Howard. We had a selection of free books out for

children to choose from also. 

A preschool representative came by and gave us several

bags of goodies to pass out to families with children

around preschool and kindergarten age.

A member of the Daviess County Public Library staff

came and did an excellent job reading a different version

of the Three Little Pigs and then had an activity where

kids used a paper plate with a pig glued to it. They then

took gumdrops and toothpicks to build their houses. They

had a picture of a big wolf taped to a hair dryer and used

that to see if they built their house strong enough to 

withstand the “huffing and puffing.” It turned out very

cute.

Officer Payne of the Daviess County Sheriff’s Office

dropped by and graciously spoke to the children. She

shared what all the things were that she wears on her belt.

The children loved seeing the taser light up. She also

spoke to the children about some of her duties and how

helping people is the biggest part of her job.

We ended with Summer Feeding Program lunches that

Mrs. Woolwine picked up for us. This was the last day for

the bus at WES and I reminded parents about online regis-

tration and that Golden Tickets would be passed out on

home visits the following week.

We had 33 children at this event and heat that was hot

enough to roast those three little pigs but it was a very

good day!

Children enjoyed a “Three Little Pigs” building project

during a visit from the Exploration Station this summer.

AHS Meet and Greet
Apollo High School is hosting a

“meet and greet” reception for 

Principal Rick Lasley at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 25, in the AHS 

Commons Area. Everyone is 

invited to attend and meet the

leader of our Eagle Family and

enjoy light refreshments as we

begin a new year of working on

behalf of students. Rick Lasley

The Grapevine 

is YOUR newsletter!
Send news, information and 

photographs to 

grapevine@dcps.org

Deadline for each issue is Friday 

of the week before publication.



Retirement Reception
Vande Slonecker will be the guest of

honor at a retirement reception

scheduled from 3 to 5 p.m. Monday,

Aug. 29, in the Board room at the

DCPS Central Office. Family, friends

and current and former colleagues

are invited to attend. Light 

refreshments will be served.

Vande has served as a student 

assistance coordinator for DCPS 

for 18 years, providing a clinical 

perspective to support understanding of the emotional,

social, environmental and behavioral needs of students

while working with staff and families to help students

achieve their greatest potential in the areas of academic

achievements and interpersonal relationship.

Vande 

Slonecker

Congratulations!
We extend sincere congratulations

to the following members of the

DCPS family as they welcome

their new arrivals:

Gale Johnson (MLES) has 

welcomed her first grandchild.

Ruby Jayne Johnson was born July 5 to Casey and 

Marlee Johnson, weighing 7 pounds, 2 ounces and 

measuring 19.5 inches in length. The baby was also 

welcomed by big brothers Wyatt and Corbin.

LCDR Stephen White (DCHS) has announced the birth

of his second grandchild. Aubrey Hixon was born 

Aug. 16.

Sincere Sympathy
We extend sincere sympathy to the

following members of the DCPS

family during their time of loss:

Janice Wootton (TES) in the loss of

her brother, Tommy Warren.

The family of Patricia Hillard, 

formerly of Burns Elementary School, in her passing on

June 3.

Nathan Satterly (WLES) in the loss of his sister, Lori

Lynn Satterly of Central City, on July 2.

Robyn Collignon (MLES) in the loss of her father, Kirby

Youngblood of Richland, Ind., on July 22.

Jennifer Higdon (DCHS) in the loss of her mother-in-law,

Becky Higdon, on July 28.

Bill McCarty (DCHS) in the loss of his mother, Melissa

McCarty, on Aug. 2.

Traci Langford (DCHS) in the loss of her uncle, Carol R.

“Bob” Troutman on Aug. 10. Mr. Troutman was also the

grandfather of Michelle Lockhart Light (WES) and Pam

Lockhart (formerly of WES).

Lois Velotta (TES) in the loss of her sister-in-law, Vickie

Huskisson, on Aug. 14.

Michelle Hughes (BMS) in the loss of her grandmother,

Lorene Burden Hardy, on Aug. 14.

Neil Hayden (DCHS) and Kristi Hayden (TES) in the loss

of Neil’s father and Kristi’s father-in-law, Larry Hayden

of Calhoun, on Aug. 20.

Send milestone events to grapevine@dcps.org

News from our

retired teachers

The Daviess County/ 

Owensboro/McLean County

Retired Teachers Association

hosted a “Not Going Back to

School” party to welcome

newly retired teachers on Aug.

9 at Dalisha’s Desserts. Pictured

above are some of the chapter officers and new retirees

who attended. From left are Roger Jones (DCPS), Jean

Chapman (OPS), Cathy Burden (DCPS), Bev Payne

(DCPS), Betty Boggess (DCPS/OPS), Elaine Downing

(OPS) and Lelia Gaines (OPS). 

The group’s first official meeting of the 2016-17 year is

set for 11:30 a.m. Sept. 19 at Moonlite Bar-B-Que Inn.

Guest speakers will include representatives from the

HealthPark, Owensboro Health and Golden Partners. 

For more information about the association, contact

membership chairman Lelia Gainese at 270-993-2459.



DC-bay! deadlines and guidelines
Sell your items and find great bargains with DC-bay!

Deadline to submit ads for our next issue is Sept. 16. 

Include your name, school/site, description of item,

price, and home/personal phone number. 

Photographs are welcome and should be submitted as .jpg 

attachments, not embedded into emails. Resize images to appropriate 

dimensions. Size and number of photos used depends on available space

and layout. Notes: DC-bay! is for DCPS staff members only. The

Grapevine staff newsletter, including information in this feature, is posted

on the www.dcps.org website and can be accessed by search engines such

as Google.

DC-bay!

FREE! — Kentucky highway maps.

Great learning tool for geography, 

history, mathematics, art and other

classes. Use your imagination! Write

to grapevine@dcps.org with number

of maps requested; orders will be

filled on a first come, first served

basis while supplies last. These large

maps are a gift to DCPS from the

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet.

Fall Break 2016 Panama City Beach

vacation. Ocean Towers Beach Club

condo is right on the beach with

check-in on Sunday, Oct. 9, and check

out on Friday, Oct. 14. Two-bedroom

condo offers 1,148 square feet and

sleeps up to six with a king bed in the

master room, two twins in the second

room and a sofa bed in the living

room. Two full baths and full kitchen.

Amenities include washer/dryer, tub

with jets, fitness center, outdoor

heated pool, hot tub and beach access.

$700. Contact Barney Hall (DCHS),

316-0625.

All area codes are 

270
unless otherwise stated.

American Girl storage cabinet. 

Like new. $50. Alison Parson (AES),

316-3755.

Spend Fall Break in downtown Gatlinburg at Gatlinburg Towne Square. 

Dates of availability are Oct. 7-14. This one-bedroom condo sleeps four and

offers a full kitchen with washer and dryer. Private balcony overlooks creek

and beautiful scenery. $450 for the week includes all fees. Contact Gina 

Noffsinger (BES) at 993-2153.



DC-bay! Continued from 

previous page

Nice wood kitchen table with L-shaped seating and

bench. Purchased at Mudd’s Furniture. $400. Kathleen

Kreke (AHS), 316-9941.

Contact Amber J. Hall (DCHS) at 302-4852 for 

information about the following items:

Fisher Price Swing ’n’ Seat. Great if looking for a

space-saver! $30.

Chicco Keyfit 30 travel system includes carrier,

stroller and two bases. Excellent condition. Selling all

items as a package for $175.

Engineered hand-scraped

hardwood flooring for sale.

200 square feet of 

unopened boxes of Virginia

Mill Works hardwood

flooring. Includes Quiet-

Walk floating 

underlayment. Paid $4 per

square foot in 2012. Asking

$400 for all. Shannon

Bowen (CO), 929-9300.

DC-bay! continued 

on next page



DC-bay! Continued from 

previous page

6 by 6-inch tile, 

enough to cover 

300-400 square feet.

Includes grout. $100.

Kristi Lanham

(CVMS), 316-8047.

Church pew for sale, $50. Kathy Hagan (CVMS), 

929-4463.

2015 Vibe camper for sale — 

Perfect condition! Sleeps 8-10. 

Accessories include distribution 

hitch and sway bar, hoses and surge

protector installed. Only selling 

because we are moving in a different

direction. 272 BHS $28,500 or best

offer. Heather McCarty (WLES), 

302-2785.

AHS staff at Multicultural Festival
Members of the Apollo High School

faculty participated in the 

Multicultural Festival that took place

Saturday, Aug. 20.

Pictured at right is Chief Franklin

Smith with the AHS Air Force JROTC

honor guard as they prepare to present

the colors at a ceremony on the lawn

of First Presbyterian Church. 

At far right, Cherry Chen, who is

teaching Chinese language and culture

at AHS this year, helps a student with

her traditional Chinese dress at the

Confucius Institute booth.

Students and staff members from

other DCPS schools also participated

in the annual event, which is designed

to foster understanding and respect for

differences and similiarities in people

and cultures around the world.


